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USAID Independent Living Program in Georgia
In support of Article 19 of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPD) and the Georgian law on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, Article N.5, the USAID Independent Living Program in Georgia will establish Independent Living Centers (ILCs) in six municipalities (Batumi, Zugdidi, Ozurgeti, Kutaisi, Telavi and Lagodekhi) of Georgia to assist persons with disabilities (PwDs) to achieve and maintain independent living (IL) by helping them to access services, overcome social, psychological and physical barriers, and by linking local municipalities, PwDs and service providers.
Program Goal: To support independent living of persons with disabilities through evidence-based advocacy and sustainable service provision. 

The Program will systematize the provision of local resources and supports aimed at integrating PwDs more fully into their communities and encouraging equal opportunity, self determination, and respect.

Program Objectives:
 
Objective 1: Establish ILCs for persons with disabilities in Georgia’s six municipalities
 
Objective 2: Support the integration of essential community-based social services in the six municipalities
 
Objective 3: Promote adoption of sustainable ILCs and community-based social services by local municipalities across Georgia
 
As a result of the Program, persons with disabilities and their families in six municipalities will have ILCs run by their peers, where they can receive information and consultations on available social, educational, economic, and legal resources; and gain access to  essential community-based services, such as  personal assistants, sign language interpreters, orientation/mobility specialists, etc. By the end of the Program, ILCs will be integrated into the budget and community structures of these six municipalities. In addition, the Program will test and finalize a Statute and Standards of Operations, as well as guidance and protocols on establishing and running ILCs and community-based services for persons with disabilities, which will help other municipalities in Georgia to take on these concepts and models. 
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